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The story “a devoted son" by Anita Desai
In “A devoted son," Anita uses symbolism to express emotions and mystical ideas portrayed by character(s). As the story opens, we are introduced to the story of morning papers. The results had appeared in morning papers as stated in the story, and Rakesh who is one of the best student scans them and walks towards his father, who was already taking the morning tea (Paul). The act of “bending down to touch a parent’s feet” by Rakesh has been used symbolically. The setting of the story is an Indian family and community. In the Indian community, when a person touches down to the feet of their parents or elders, it is treated as a symbol of showing the parents' respect, achievement, and wisdom. Therefore bending down to touch a parent’s feet” symbolizes that Rakesh respects his father Varma, a poor Indian and vegetable vendor in the society.  The first reference is evident in the first paragraph of the story. As the morning news appears, he walks into a veranda where his father takes breakfast and “bowed down to touch his feet (Desai 1364). The second reference is revealed in paragraph two, where his father says to everyone who came to say the blessing. Rakesh's father confesses how his son came and touched his feet and says, "He bowed down and touched my feet." (Desai 1366). The third reference is evident as he enters the house and slips out of the embraces of his siblings, described as brothers and sisters. As stated in the third paragraph, he slips out of the embraces of his siblings, where he “bows and touches her father’s feet” (Desai 1366).
[bookmark: _GoBack]All these help to show the love between Rakesh and his father. Varma has a lot of love for his son. Despite being a poor Indian Village man, he always dreams of having his son educated. Being the firstborn in the family and Rakesh portrays love to his father by showing commitment to achieving an education. When the results are out, he appears in the morning papers, and because of his love for his father, he bows and touches his father's feet to show respect, and he probably receives blessings. While still in America, he always plans to return home because of the close family bond/tie. Besides, he takes care of his father during his time of illness. It is believed, every time one bows down in the elders' or parent's feet, he receives blessings and thus, the incident of Rakesh when he “Bows and touches the parent's feet has been essential in developing the unity of the story. As described, it helps develop the main idea, which is a story concerning a complex family bond and pinpoints changes taking place in the relationship between the Varma father and his son Rakesh.
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